A Pillar of Salt

oNo XY given over by Rav E. Barclay

“Don’t look back”
Lot and two daughters obey. But his wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt.
Why such a strange punishment?
Was the aveira so bad (to look back)?
Rashi: Enough that you are rescued. You don’t deserve to look back.
N1 T3 NN -- She sinned with salt and was punished with salt.
When visitors came, Lot said, “give a little salt to these the visitors.”
So she said to him, “even this evil custom you want to introduce to this place?”

Mizrachi: Punished with death because turned around. She turned into a pillar of salt
because of her aveira with salt.

Why didn’t she give salt to the visitors? She didn’t object to doing hachnasas orchim!
Something against salt. . . What’s it all about?

A few seforim with fascinating insight:
(NYT INN — M) APY’ NONY ,MA> D9 PIINVION YNV 19

In Lech Lecha, leaving Charan, why didn’t Avrohom discourage Lot from coming along.
He’s not such a good fellow.

Zohar: Avrohom Avinu knew (in Ruach Hakodesh) great Tzaddikim would come out from
him: Rus, Naama, Dovid Hamelech.

Since Lot had the zechus great Tzaddikim would come out from him. Avrohom wanted to
keep a good eye on him.

Medrash Raba:

DOMNY TP IXRY 7PN VYD O

Wealthy with tents?

TNNIYN NNYN DPANNND M DOMIN NIV,

In a similar way, in this week’s Parsha, the Malach says to Lot:
RSN TN PNY NN THYX DR NP O
And your two daughters who are found with you.

Medrash: two precious souls could be found within Lot: Rus & Naama.
YTAY TIT ONNND (DN

Where was he found? In Sodom.

When had to leave Sodom, Lot delayed.

"What? What? What?”

Rashi: to save his money. But your life is in danger!

Nachlas Yaakov: wasn’t afraid. “Dovid Hamelech will come from me.”
Confident he will be rescued.

7NN VAN YX. Don’t look at your future generations. Get going.
Lot’s wife also knew: Dovid Hamelech from her.

PINND INWYNX VAN,



She looked behind Lot — at his descendants. She figured, if from Lot — then from her. Who
else? She never dreamt from Lot and her daughters.

Why is salt so important?

DNINK N — because salt from Sodom can make a person blind.
Why does it damage the eyes? Because they went after their eyes.
Zenuse.

Py 7¥. No doing chesed.

Lesson: one must guard one’s eyes.

How did Lot join Sodom?
PYY NN VD NYN

When wanted to barge the house — smitten with blindness.

Punishment of the wife of Lot was salt. She objected to salt because she wanted eyes to be
used for whatever she wanted.

Salt — a sign of controlling one’s eyes.

Gemora Menachos (page 21) — all Korbonos need salt. Salt of Sodom.

Korbonos come as an atonement.

Salt is a sign of one’s aveiros. Salt blinds the eyes because many aveiros come from the
eyes. Many Korbonos come from misuse of the eyes.

Watch one’s eyes.

The eye sees and the heart desires.

Watch your eyes.

And when use salt on your food, use it as a reminder to watch your eyes.



