Vaeira— 5783 — Rav E. Barclay
The Plague of Dever IS in Your Cattle

(as written by A. Deutsch)
There’s one word in this week’s Parsha — appears only once in all of Tanach.

By Dever — boils: 1722 D™7122 D"MINNA 00102 NTYA YUK 2702 2l ‘N T NN (A:0) Ny
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Rashi: is -- present tense — female.

But then the pasuk doesn’t make sense: “Send out my people. And if you refuse, and you
continue to hold onto them, then behold the hand of Hashem is in your cattle . . .

It should be in the future tense: will be.

5% pasuk: YaNa ntn 12Th ' AWy Nn

Isn’t this word superfluous?

Alshich HaKadosh:

X911 Q121 I'n NIdNN NIT a plague and a healing.
Each Maka had two functions:

1. To punish the Mitzrim for all of their evil deeds
2. A chizuk in Emunah for Klal Yisrael. Reward and Punishment. Divine providence.

Makos came with both midas hadin and midas harachamim.
Midas hadin on the Mitzrim. Rachamim on the Jews.

Rachamim: Lessons in Emunah to the Jews. Also, to keep the maka away from Klal Yisrael (only
punish the Mitzrim).

Therefor needed two names of HaKadosh Baruch Hu with each Maka.
Zohar: letters of Hashem’s name in correct order: Midas HaRachamim
In wrong order: Changes to Midas HaDin.

So n'In along with Hashem’s name in the correct order -- is teaching the plagues had two
functions: mishpat and rachamim.

But why is this taught in the fifth plague — dever.



Panim Yafos: 5" plague — 5" month. 12 ways to order the letters of Hashem’s name. Each

month has it’s combination for mD for the name of Hashem in the Brocha on Rosh Chodesh:
.D'WUTN "URI 7R UTN

5% month is n'IN.

Shivilei Pinchas:
Rashi’s opinion: Pharoh only had free will for the first five makos. See Rashi: Shemos (7:3)

SP: this was Pharoh’s last chance to do Teshuvah. “Do Teshuva! Last chance. After this Maka,
only midas hadin.”

Arvei Nachal (Chassidish sefer):

Midas hadin comes down slowly. Midas harachamim shoots down without delay.
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ATIN 2IX — returning light. It’s sourced in fire. Fire naturally rises. So HaKadosh Baruch Hu
needs to force the fire down into this world.

When HaKadosh Baruch Hu says something good will happen — happens immediately.
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ATIN NIX — gives a person a chance to be chozer b’teshuva.

Shevelei Pinchas:

YX2 — midas hadin will only come down slowly to the land.



