Lech Lecha — Was Lot a Tzaddik or a Rasha?

(given over by Rav E. Ba rCIayin the year 5778 — written up by A. Deutsch)

Based on Chachma Umusar by Rav Simcha Zissel (nnj7 [n'o ,'x 77n)
Generally we look at Lot in a non-favorable way:
1. Look you’re together with Avrohom Avinu, you leave him to go on your own ways.
2. He goes to the worst place in the world: Sedom
3. He lets his cattle graze in other people’s fields — which is gezel
4. He ends up sleeping with his daughters
We don’t get a very favorable picture of this fellow.

What is amazing that Rav Simcha Zissel takes the opposite approach. He admittedly said we
find things that are not so nice about Lot, but basically Lot’s a good fellow.

Faults

1. Separated himself from Avrohom Avinu. Bereishis (13:14): T19n "NX DIAX 78 X 1"
120N WAID MR Ny ywnnw at D Mwn "anmyn 017 Rashi calls him a Rasha.

Pasuk 11: "DTp7n 017 VO'I". Rashi (Medrash): X7 'wox 'X .071Y 7w nMTpn myy y'on
178 X971 DN

Pasuk 10: Seemingly Lot chose Sodom because of the good grazing for his cattle. But
Rashi: DMDWA 017 17 AN NNA'T 'DIVY I'NY 7V 'KIA7 NWAIT DTAR WATN

2. (19:33) "[ntar nX 'pwnt”. Rashi: 9107 niMy 7w 0om712 INK VIN? XINW M 73 17 7 NR
.NYaN INIX D*7'OXN

Rav Simcha Zissel: But if you look carefully, you see that really deep down he was a nice fellow.
He calls him a tzaddik gadol both between him and Hashem, and between him and his fellow
man.

He performed hachnasas orchim with mesiros nefesh. Sadom had rules against hachnasas
orchim, against tzdakah, against chesed. Sadom’s approach: me, me, me. Pirkei Avos: whoever
says DITO NN IT 7w 17w 7w 7w, Whoever says “what’s mine is mine, what’s yours is yours
this is the trait of Sedom”. No one was allowed to give to anyone else.

Here come the guests (he doesn’t know they are n'a>x'7n) and he says “please, please come
into my house” he falls on his face. “Don’t go away”

And they say, “no, no. We're just passing through”. ".Txn pa xo!"



Medrash Hagadol: .In'27 n010n7 N> 7ya D 7'tNny
And he gave them food — .N1W91 N120. So we see he excelled in between man and his fellow.

Between man and Hashem: He was not natn at all the entire time that he was in Sedom.
What’s the proof? When the people of Sedom came and wanted to do these filthy acts, so he
said I'll give you my daughters &'R 1VT' X7¥ these daughters were never with any man. That
means he was protecting his family the whole time in morality.

The Medrash of the woman put on the roof for doing chesed and stung to death by the bees —
was Lot’s daughter.

The only time we find Lot was immoral was the incident with his daughters.

When Avrohom Avinu davened for Sedom so he said please don’t destroy Sedom — perhaps
there’s some Tzaddikim there. Ramban: Lot was there. Maybe there’s a few others like him as
well.

Michtav M’eliyahu: Medrash X'y "Y'T ni'nix: Yaakov should have separated from Eisav.

DY YR 17 U N7 12'aR QY TN .Y 17'7 DNNAX XY X702 PO NN N XY 017 nnl
2wy

The criticism of Lot by Chazal: that he wasn’t careful enough. He was a Tzaddik. But he was
over confident that he could resist the environment of Sedom. He was wrong in taking a
chance. You should not go to a place like this. He thought he doesn’t need to stay with
Avrohom Avinu. | can be on my own.

When he became drunk the first time, he wasn’t careful the second time. “I will be all right.”
Don’t be overconfident.

Read things in the newspapers. “l would never do that”. Don’t trust yourself. Be careful.

Meseches Sukkah (52): In the end of days, Tzaddikim see the yetzer hara as a big mountain,
reshoyim see it as a thin hair. Which is it? Sefas Emes: a mountain of hairs.

Dubno Magid: Hashem shows the yetzer hara in the way they thought it looks like.
The reshoyim look at the yetzer hara as small “it’s nothing.”

Ohr Yahel brings a story: In Kelm they used to be full of fire in Mussar. It was thunder, you can
imagine, screaming and shouting. One day Rav Simcha Zissel came in and he banged on the
table “is that how you talk to a gazlan?” “imagine you’re in your house, and a burglar breaks
in. You scream “save me!” They were shouting. “not good enough”. He’s a gazlan. Watch out
for the yetzer hara — he’s bigger than we imagine.



